
Spring Glen Church 

Christian Education Committee Meeting – January 20, 2014 

 

Present:  Co-Chairs Karlee Etter and Dick Smith, Jennifer McCleery, Pastor 

David Minnick, Eric Summerer, Debra Tangarone  

 

Absent:  Maureen Munzner, Pastor Clare Robert, Alex Roman 

 

1) Debra opened the meeting with a meditation. 

 

2) The committee unanimously approved the minutes from the November 

18, 2013 meeting.    

 

3) Dick shared that the Conference Minister for the CT UCC, Kent Siladi, 

has embarked on a "Deep Listening Project"  to see how the 

conference can best serve the local church.  Rev. Siladi would like to 

meet with some of the lay leaders from Spring Glen Church.  It was 

agreed that Jennifer and Karlee would represent CE at that meeting.   

 

4) Pastor David reported that Pastor Clare broke her wrist while attending 

the Confirmation Retreat at Silver Lake Conference Center.  She is due 

to have surgery this week.  In spite of Clare's injury, David reported the 

retreat went well. 

 

5) Pastor David read a report from Youth Minister Kristen Provost Switzer.  A 

copy of Kristen's report is appended to these minutes. 

 

6) Debra Tangarone gave an update concerning adult CE programs.  

Some eleven attendees have participated in the noontime book 

discussion of The Way of Forgiveness, facilitated by Carolyn Cary, Doug 

Hawthorne and Curt Johnson.  Ellen Schowalter and Bernadette Welsh 

will lead a book discussion of Zealot by Reza Aslan on February 20, 

2014.  Pastor David will lead a Lenten film series beginning with The 

Way on March 20; followed by Of Gods and Men on March 27.  

Beginning January 27, David will lead a Bible Study on the book of Acts 

on Mondays at 1:00 p.m.  

 

A small group met on January 5 to discuss what Spring Glen might do 

in follow up to the CE forum led by Rev. Marilyn Kendrix concerning 

mass incarceration.  The group agreed to further research what other 

faith-based and/or community organizations might be doing re: prison 

ministry/reform.  The group will gather in follow up on February 2. 

   

7) A student at Yale Divinity School, Jennifer McCleery reported that she is 

in the process of discernment with the New Haven Association 

Committee on Ministry.  In order to devote herself fully to that process, 



and after much thought, Jennifer has decided to resign her position as 

Christian Education Coordinator.  David will reach out to Moderator 

Amy Lynn to initiate the search for Jennifer's replacement. 

 

Jennifer reported that Curt Johnson and Doug Hawthorne have signed 

on to teach the 5th & 6th grade Sunday School class this spring.  

Looking forward to the season of Lent, Jennifer hopes to lead an 

intergenerational, all-church book read on The Long Walk to Water.  

She is also exploring other Lenten programs, perhaps the staging of a 

chancel drama and/or an opportunity for families to get together 

around a shared activity, such as rock climbing or bowling. 

 

Jennifer reported that our Toddler Room teacher, Sarah Grant, has 

submitted her resignation.  Jennifer solicited suggestions from the 

committee regarding how, going forward, we might best serve infants - 

age 3.  

   

8) Karlee led a discussion concerning the Journey to Jerusalem event 

scheduled for March 23, 2014 (see attached overview).  Karlee 

reported that Spring Glen had offered this program some time ago 

and that it was very successful.  Seven "Tour Guides" are needed to 

lead learning stations centered on Jesus' final days in Jerusalem: 

Bethany, the Temple, the Upper Room, Gethsemane, Golgotha, the 

Empty Tomb and Emmaus.  Participants will spend approximately 20 

minutes at each station.  This intergenerational event will take place 

from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

   

9) The next meeting is scheduled for February 24 at 7:00 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debra Tangarone 

 


